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IIT Ropar to hold convocation tomorrow  

Hindustan Times (Chandigarh)  

RUPNAGAR : The third convocation of Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Ropar will be held on the 

institute’s campus on November 15.  

I Goverdhan Mehta, a professor of national research at the University of Hyderabad and former director of 

Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, would be the chief guest on occasion.  

IIT Ropar’s board of governors’ chairperson Lila Poonawala would preside over the function.  

President Pranab Mukherjee to deliver NIT 
convocation address on Nov 21  
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/president-pranab-mukherjee-to-deliver-nit-
convocation-address-on-nov-21/articleshow/45134698.cms 

ITANAGAR: President Pranab Mukherjee will deliver the first convocation address of the National Institute of Technology 
(NIT) here on November 21 when 77 B.Tech graduates will receive their degrees.  
 
Honorary Doctorate of Education would be conferred to Royal University of Bhutan Vice-Chancellor Prof Pema Thinley 
for his significant contribution in nurturing and promoting values and ethics in higher and technical education.  
 
State Governor Lt Gen (Retd) Nirbhay Sharma, Chief Minister Nabam Tuki and Speaker Nabam Rebia would be among 
the dignitaries scheduled to attend the convocation.  

Govt reviewing key regulators like UGC, AICTE for 

education reforms: Smriti Irani 

http://www.firstpost.com/india/govt-reviewing-key-regulators-like-ugc-aicte-education-reforms-smriti-

irani-1801663.html 

New Delhi: HRD Minister Smriti Irani on Thursday said that key regulators in the higher education sector, like 

UGC and AICTE, are being reviewed keeping in mind the challenges of the future. 

http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/president-pranab-mukherjee-to-deliver-nit-convocation-address-on-nov-21/articleshow/45134698.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics-and-nation/president-pranab-mukherjee-to-deliver-nit-convocation-address-on-nov-21/articleshow/45134698.cms
http://www.firstpost.com/india/govt-reviewing-key-regulators-like-ugc-aicte-education-reforms-smriti-irani-1801663.html
http://www.firstpost.com/india/govt-reviewing-key-regulators-like-ugc-aicte-education-reforms-smriti-irani-1801663.html
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Smriti Irani said government was reviewing key regulators in education. Reuters 

"I am happy to share with you... be it UGC, be it AICTE, or the National Council for Teachers Education... We 

have undertaken review of most of our regulatory bodies," Irani said. 

She said that the review was essential to bring about a holistic change in the functioning of the institutions of 

learning and to take the education agenda ahead in the country. 

Addressing the FICCI Higher Education Summit here, Irani said that as the Human Resource Development 

(HRD) Minister, she wants to "redefine India's destiny" through reforms in the education sector. 

Her comments came against the backdrop of her ministry setting up separate committees to review the 

functioning of UGC, AICTE and NCTE. 

"There are many who see education in India as a challenge. I look upon it as an opportunity to redefine India's 

destiny. There have been many comments... many people expressing their anguish about the need for reform. 

"I am happy to share with you that in just the last six months, the government has put forth many initiatives to 

see how reform can be brought into the functioning of regulators," she said in the presence of the dignitaries at 

the event, among whom were South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley and UK Minister of State for Universities, 

Greg Clark. 

The HRD Ministry has already set up a panel to restructure UGC, thus putting in motion an initiative for 

carrying out an overhaul of the higher education sector. 

The AICTE restructuring committee will also look into the revamping of its grant distribution function to ensure 

timely utilisation of funds and measures for enhancing quality research in technical education. 

Irani also said that the government will next year roll out the 'Rashtriya Avishkar Abhiyan' with a view to 

arresting the falling trend of learning outcomes in mathematics and science for students between Stds VI-VII 

and upgrade the skills of teachers in line with the needs of modern society. 
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Union HRD minister Smriti Irani plans to ‘reform’ 

UGC 

DC CORRESPONDENT | November 14, 2014, 01.11 am IST 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141114/education/article/union-hrd-minister-smriti-irani-plans-

%E2%80%98reform%E2%80%99-ugc 

 

New Delhi: Putting in motion an initiative to overhaul the education sector, the NDA government is planning to 

reform regulatory bodies like the University Grants Commission, AICTE and NCTE that govern higher 

education. 

  

“I am happy to share with you, be it UGC, AICTE or the National Council for Teachers Education that India 

needs to redefine its destiny, by redefining how we manage education,”  HRD minister Smriti Irani said here on 

Thursday. 

  

“We have undertaken review of most of our regulatory bodies, We can design a path forward which takes 

cognisance of the needs of the future,” she said at a Higher Education Summit. The HRD ministry has set up 

separate committees to review and restructure the functioning of UGC, AICTE and NCTE. 

  

“There are many who see education in India as a challenge. I look upon it as an opportunity to redefine India’s 

destiny,” the minister added. 

  

The human resource development ministry has set up a panel to restructure UGC, governing higher education in 

the country. Apart from the UGC restructuring panel, the HRD ministry has also set up a committee for AICTE 

restructuring.  

  

The panel has been mandated to look into revamping of the grant distribution function of AICTE for timely 

utilisation of funds and measures for enhancing quality research in technical education.  

 

Infosys Prize 2014: IISc, MIT professors among 6 

winners 

http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/infosys-prize-2014-iisc-mit-professors-6-winners-jayant-harita-shamnad-

basheer-shubha-tole-madhu-sudan-srivari-chandrasekhar-esther-dufl/1/400593.html 

Jayant Haritsa, Shamnad Basheer, Shubha Tole, Madhu Sudan, Srivari Chandrasekhar and Esther Duflo were 

on Thursday named as winners of the Infosys Prize 2014. 

The prize is given in Engineering and Computer Science, Humanities, Life Sciences, Mathematical Sciences, 

Physical Sciences and Social Sciences. 

The winners have been recognised for research in fields as diverse as database design and optimization, 

interpretation of patent laws, understanding emotion and cognition in the brain, probabilistically checkable 

proofs, green chemistry and affordable health care, said an Infosys release. 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141114/education/article/union-hrd-minister-smriti-irani-plans-%E2%80%98reform%E2%80%99-ugc
http://www.deccanchronicle.com/141114/education/article/union-hrd-minister-smriti-irani-plans-%E2%80%98reform%E2%80%99-ugc
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/infosys-prize-2014-iisc-mit-professors-6-winners-jayant-harita-shamnad-basheer-shubha-tole-madhu-sudan-srivari-chandrasekhar-esther-dufl/1/400593.html
http://indiatoday.intoday.in/story/infosys-prize-2014-iisc-mit-professors-6-winners-jayant-harita-shamnad-basheer-shubha-tole-madhu-sudan-srivari-chandrasekhar-esther-dufl/1/400593.html
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The winners were picked by a jury of Pradeep K. Khosla, Amartya Sen, Inder Verma, Srinivasa S.R. Varadhan, 

Shrinivas Kulkarni and Kaushik Basu. 

Here are the winners from each field: 

Engineering and Computer Science: Jayant HaritsaJayant Haritsa is a professor, Supercomputer 

Education and Research Centre (SERC) and Chair, Department of Computer Science and Automation 

(CSA), Indian Institute of Science (IISc), Bangalore. He was awarded for his contributions to the design and 

optimization of database engines. 

 Humanities: Shamnad BasheerShamnad Basheer is a founder and Managing Trustee, Increasing 

Diversity by Increasing Access (IDIA), Bangalore and Founder - SpicyIP, India. He has been awarded this 

prize for his contributions to the analysis of a range of legal issues, including pharmaceutical patent injunctions 

and enforcement. 

 Life Sciences: Shubha ToleShubha Tole is an Associate Professor and Principal Investigator, Department 

of Biological Sciences, Tata Institute of Fundamental Research (TIFR), Mumbai. She was awarded this 

prize for her significant contributions to studying the hippocampus and amygdala - centers of learning and 

memory in the brain. Her work can lead to a better understanding of human behavior, cognition and 

emotions. 

 Mathematical Sciences: Madhu SudanMadhu Sudan is a Principal Researcher, Microsoft Research New 

England and Adjunct Professor, Electrical Engineering & Computer Science (EECS) department and Computer 

Science and Artificial Intelligence Laboratory (CSAIL), Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). He was 

awarded for his seminal contributions to probabilistically checkable proofs and error-correcting codes. 

 Physical Sciences: Srivari ChandrasekharSrivari Chandrasekhar is a scientist G, Organic Chemistry 

Division, Council of Scientific and Industrial Research, Indian Institute of Chemical Technology (CSIR-

IICT), Hyderabad. He was awarded for his contributions in the general area of synthetic organic chemistry with 

a special focus on the synthesis of complex molecules from natural sources. 

 Social Sciences: Esther DufloEsther Duflo is the Abdul Latif Jameel Professor of Poverty Alleviation and 

Development Economics, Department of Economics, Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) and 

Founder & Director, Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab. She was awarded for her pioneering contributions 

to development economics, especially work related to countries such as India and Africa. 

The award ceremony will be held on January 5, 2015, in Kolkata, where President Pranab Mukherjee will 

felicitate the winners. 

8-year-old Indian-origin CEO to give lecture at 

cybersecurity summit 

PTI | Nov 13, 2014, 10.25 AM IST 

NEW DELHI: An eight-year old Indian-origin child prodigy is among experts who will address a cybersecurity conference 
starting tomorrow where minister of state for external affairs VK Singh is also listed as a keynote speaker. 
 
In his address at the summit on November 14, the US-based whizkid Reuben Paul will highlight and demonstrate the 
need for developing the current generation with cybersecurity skills, according to the organizers of Ground Zero Summit 
to be held here. 
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The organizers said, "8 year old Reuben Paul gives keynote at Houston Security Conference." 
 
"I started learning about computer languages around one- and-a-half years back. Now I design my own projects," 
Reuben told PTI. 
 
The prodigy has been trained by his father, Mano Paul, in Object C programming language and is now learning Swift 
programming for Apple's iOS platform. Mano Paul, born and brought up in Odisha, moved to the US in 2000. 
 

 
 
Reuben in August started Prudent Games, his own gaming firm and is designated as CEO of the company. Mano Paul is 
his partner in the company. 
 
"This will be Reuben's fourth conference where he will be giving lecture on cybersecurity. He will talk about need to 
create awareness about cybersecurity among young kids as well as demo white page hacking," Mano Paul said. 
 
The other keynote speakers listed for the summit include home ministry joint secretary Nirmaljeet Singh Kalsi, special 
commissioner police (Traffic) with Delhi Police Muktesh Chander and National Technical Research Organization director 
of cybersecurity operations Alok Vijayant. 

 


